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Karl Biihler’s theory of origo and the (inter)subjective aspects of meaning: A cognitive view
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Summary

Based on Karl Biihler’s two-field theory of language incorporating the concept of origo
(i.e. a system of the “subjective coordinates” for orientation in time and space used by
the speaker for organizing the personal, spatial and temporal structures of utterances),
the paper attempts to reformulate Biihler’s theory in terms of the Langackerian notion
of subjectification and the idea of intersubjectivity in the sense of Zlatev. It is claimed
that the subjectification-based relation, which is held to obtain between the deictic and
symbolic field of Biuhler's theory, can also be fruitfully used in the
(inter)subjectificationbased accounts of narrative structure currently developed in the
general framework of cognitive poetics as well as in the intersubjectivity-related
symbolic theory of culture as developed by Tomasello.



